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By the award-winning author of Team of Rivals and The Bully Pulpit, Wait Till Next Year is Doris

Kearns Goodwinâ€™s touching memoir of growing up in love with her family and baseball.Set in the

suburbs of New York in the 1950s, Wait Till Next Year re-creates the postwar era, when the corner

store was a place to share stories and neighborhoods were equally divided between Dodger, Giant,

and Yankee fans.  We meet the people who most influenced Goodwinâ€™s early life: her mother,

who taught her the joy of books but whose debilitating illness left her housebound: and her father,

who taught her the joy of baseball and to root for the Dodgers of Jackie Robinson, Roy Campanella,

Pee Wee Reese, Duke Snider, and Gil Hodges. Most important, Goodwin describes with eloquence

how the Dodgersâ€™ leaving Brooklyn in 1957, and the death of her mother soon after, marked both

the end of an era and, for her, the end of childhood.
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Doris Goodwin is a Pulitzer Prize winning author. She is a democrat and mostly she writes about

politics. However several years back she took part in Ken Burns documentary film on baseball and

portrayed her memories and love of the Brooklyn Dodgers of the 1950s and later as an adult in

Massachusetts, the Boston Red Sox.This stimulated her to reflect on her childhood days as a

Dodger fan and she decided to write a book about it. But as she carefully researched her memory

and her past she found that it was all intertwined with her life groing up as an impresionable girl on

Long Island in the 1950s. Her parents her friends and her future wriing career were all tied togehter.

So this delightful book is a memoir of her childhood growing up and living and dying for the Brooklyn



Dodgers.I am 55 years old, slightly younger than Goodwin but I too grew up in the 1950s on Long

Island and can relate to many of her experiences. She discusses how she started learning about

baseball and the Dodgers when her father taught her how to fill out a scorecard. In the evenings

during their quiet time together she would use the scorecard like a cue to narrate the game she

listened to on the radio that day. This brought the game to life for her father and created an interest

in her in narration that carried on into a career of writing.The book flows marvelously and you see

the world from the eyes of an impressionable grammar school girl. Goodwin is somehow able to go

back and put herself back in the mind of that little naive child. We see her devotion to the Catholic

church, the fear of polio in the ealry 1950s before the vaccines. I know this so well as I contracted

polio in the summer of 1953 though I never got it so bad as to need an iron lung.
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